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THE NEWS THIS MOLENING.

Forvigy.—The International Fxhibition was
opened in Nice yesterday. =——— The steamer France
met with an accident on Thursday. aud was towed
into Halifax. =——— The Chineso are makiug prep-
raations for the delence of the Red River delta
King  Humbert has  accepted au
ininvitation 1o visit Germany,

DoMmEsTIO—J. J. McBride, an Irish Invineible of
Buffalo, declares that a plot has been formed to
Bblow up Canadian government buildings, to avenge
O'Donnell’s death, C. 0, McConnell, of Chi-
engo, having leased Heverly's Theatre, isto remodeol
it aftor the New-York Cusino, ——— There were foot
races in the storm in Philadelphia. £t. Louia
bad two large fires, Three white menin Yazoo
City were riddled with buckshot by negroes in an
aflray. An eastward-bound Pnllman train on
1be Eastern road was partially wrecked Monday
night, but no passengers were hurs,

Ciry AND SuBuUrBaN.—Further proofs are given
to-day of Mr. Thompson's violations and evasions
of law and of overpayments on contracts, =—
Congrossman O, B, Potter writes a letter opposing
Mr. Thompson's scheme of a huge dam at Qua-
ker Bridge. About six inches of snow fell
yesterday, —— Cliristmas was observed in the
usual way, = A young German took poison he-
eause his betrothed had been compelled by her
parents to give him up. =—— A man was found 1o
have shot himself on the grave of his little boy iu
Greenwood. A policeman shot and seriously
wounded a ruffian.

Tig Weatner~TRIgusE local observations in
dicate cloudy and fuir weather, with slight
ebanges in tewperature and chances of Jight
suow early in the day. Temperatune yesterday :
Highest, 33%; lowest, 209; average, 31°,

The shooting of Thomas Fitzpatvick by a
patrolman, George Smith, in Nioth-ave,
early yesterday morning, seems to have
been a case of self-defence. The affair
should be carvefully examined into, how
ever. Policemen are always more or
less in danger of hard blows in attempting to
make an arvest.  They have to make up their
minds to that when they join the force, Only
the most imminent danger justifies the use of a
pistol. Buf there is one man concerned in this
ease who is clearly within the grip of the
authorities, and he onght to feel it, He is the
owner of the liquor store in which the trouble
began. His place was open at 2:45 a. m,, an
hour and a quarter later than the law allows
It will be interesting to see if he is properly
punished.

—_—

The story of the disgraceful mismanagement’

of the Public Works Department is continued
in to-day’s TrieUNE, with many additional par-
ticulars. In 1880 the Legislature passed a law
requiring a reduction of tem per cent in the ag-
gregate compensation paid persons employed

in the department. Instead of com-
plying with the intent of the law
Mr. Thompson has swelled his pay-rolls

and increased the aggregate compensation 27
per cent.  He has increased the cost of supplie
for and cleaning of public offices 40 per cent,
and he has increased the travelling expenses of
his department over 100 per cent. In fact
wherever there is a fund that offers opportun
ities for waste and fraud, the expenditures
under it have been enormously increased. The
irregularitics of this Kkind are scarcely see-
ondary to the unbalanced bid frauds or the
$090 system of evading the statute in regard to

coutracts,

Christmas in this city was observed, yester-
terday, much os it has been in past years, but
perhaps more widely and more heartily. The
pevere snow-storm was not unwelcome, although

it interfered with the out-of-doors amusements.)

. which many people now erowd into every holi-
day when it is possible., If the weather had
been clear the avenues and the Park would
have been brilliant with the beautiful sleighs
and sleds, for which this city is now remarka-
ble. Inall the charitable instit utions there wa
unlimited good cheer for the needy. It is pain-
ful to note, however, that the police record con-
taing more deeds of violence than usual. The
rougher element in the city seems to have felt
the good influence of the day very little, But,
to do him justice, the average New-York ruflian
on most holidays panses in his pursnit of crime
and devotes himself to enjoyment, more or less
decent, much like a respectable man,

—_———

A physician in Mt. Vernon calls the attention
of Tue TripuNE to certain dangers which Inrk
in the milk supplied to this city and its suburbs,

“and states his belief that the Board of Health
wastes its strength in looking after skim-milk

‘while neglecting that which is more harmful to

‘mse. The facts mentioned in the letter referred

%o are worth serious adlen tion; but we fall to

see that the blame rests entirely, or chiefly, on
{he health authorities. There is no test that
we know of which will disclose the presence of
germs of disease in milk which comes up 10 the
requisite standard of richness and in every Wiy
geems pure. It would be more reasonable to
say that the responsibility rests on the dairymen
who do not feed and water their stock properly ;
and even then, in most eases, it is ignovance of
sanitary principles rather than intentional
negleet which is at the bottom of the trouble,
Only throngh some such plan as the Mt Vernon
physician suggests, in connection with the Bu-
rean of Vital Statistics, does theve seem to be a
chance of tracing the souree of dangerous milk.
—

Thers isno more important question now
before the people of this eity than that in re-
gard to building a stupendous dam at Quaker
Bridge, as proposed by Commissioner Thomp-
son, The merits of the question are little un-
derstood; hence the letter of Congressman 0.
B. Potter on this subject, printed in to-day's
TrinUsE, is timely as well as foreible. Tt is
clear that it would be most unfortunate for the
city to nndertake at this time the construetion
of the dam. If ever built it canbe done as
cheaply, as Mr. Potter shows, after the new
aqueduet has been gonstrueted to Croton Lake.
It would be worse than folly to place the ad-
ditional water supply of the city at the merey of
a flume for many years, while a dam without
precedent as to height and cost is being ereeted,
But it seems even more strange, when a differ-
ent conrse can be so easily followed, that any
sensible person should propose to draw the
water supply of the eity from an enormous stag-
nant pond which ean never be eleaned. If un-
dertaken it is gafe to say that the proposed dam
will be even more costly than the Brooklyn
Bridge. It will require the city to build in ad-
dition to the dam, and forever maintain, several
bridges, ene of which would be 1,200 feet long
and 125 feet high, and two others of which
would be nearly as long. Ths wonld open a
wonderful field for politicians and nnbalanced
bidl contrnetors, but it would be at an enormous
cost to the eity.

"IN THE SADDLE AGAIN"

Twenty-five States ave going to govern this
country, g0 faras it is governed by the Dem-
oeratic  Honse, There are fifty-three com-
mittees, which control all action. The first and
second places on these eommittees are pareelled
out to fourteen Southern and cleven Northern
States—an avernge of more than four places to
each of these States. Meanwhile, thirteen States
have no share in controlling legizlation in the
House throngh the leadership of its eommittees,
and only twelve Southern States and nine
Northern States have chaivmanships,

But the committees differ very widely in impor-
tanee. The chairmanship gives a member the
eotitrol of a room, and a private secretary at
piblic expense, and various other perquisites,
but does not necessarily give him any rveal
control over legislation. The ten committevs
first named in the official lists control a large
share of the legislation which affects the whole
country, nnmely : the Committees on Elections,
of which Georgia has the chairmanship; Ways
and means, linois ; Appropriations,  Peun-
sylvania; Judiciary, Virginia; Banking  and
Curreney, Missouri; Coinage, Missouri ; Com-
weree, Texas ; Rivers and Harbors, Kentueky ;
Agriculture, Missourd, nud Foreign Affuivs, Penn-
sylvanin, Thus, out of these ten important
places, seven go to Southern and My three to
Northern States, Second to the chairmen on
these ten committees are cight members from
the South and only two feom the North, Of
these twenty places of the largest intlucnce,
Migsouri alone has five, Georgia and Texas two
cach, and Kentucky, Virginia, Sonth Carolina,
North Caroling, Alabama amd Louisiana one
each, in all fifteen for the South; while Penn-
sylvinin gets three, and Hlinois and New-York
each one, in all five for the Novthern States,

The remaining committees, forty-three in
nmmber, may be divided inte two  classes,
Abont fourseen control legislation on special
snhjeets of permanent importance, and of these
the Committes on Military Affairs has a Cali-
fornin chaivman ; Naval Affairs, New-York;
Postal, Mississippi; Railways and  Canals,
Florida: Public Lands, Indiana; Tudians,
Texas ; Territovies, South Cavoling ; Mississippi
River, Louisinnn; Patents, Norvth Carolina;
Education, South Carolinn;  Pensions,
Alnbama; Claims, Tennessee; Revision of
Laws, Alabama; and Rules, Kentueky, Thos
eleven of these second-class chairmanships go
to the South, and only three to the North, Of
the members standing sceond on these com-
mittees, the division is just the same : eleven to
the South and three to the North. All the other
standing eommittecs are practically impotent ;
they control no legislation of any general in-
terest, and might about ss well be abolished,
but for the convenienea of the ehairmen, or the
service which some of them render in facilitat-
ing routine business,  For all general purposes,
the twenty-four committees named will govern
the country so far as the Honse ean govern it,
and ecighteen of these have chairmen from
twelve Southern States, while only six have
chairmen from five Northern States,  Less than
half of the States will thus virtually econtrol all
legislation on subjects of permanent and general
interest. The loyal =oliliers who seek pensions
must go to Hewitt of Alabama for a hearing,
or to his second, Tillman of South Carolina.
The loyal soldiers whe have settled in the
Territories must look for legislation to Evins
of South Carolina or Pryor of Alabama. The
interests of railways and eanals, mainly at the
North, will be eared for by Davidson of Florida,
The furmers of the Northwest who have legisia-
tion to propose will address Hateh of Missouri
or Aiken of South Carolina; our harbors and
rivers are under the care of Willis of Kentucky
and Blanchard of Louisiana ; onr National com-
merce i8 intrusted to Rengan of Texns and
Clardy of Missouri, and contested elections to
Turner of Georgia or Davis of Missouri,

The gquestions which affect the industry and
business of the country most elosely will be
passed upon by the Committees on Ways and
Means, Banking and Coinage, The Ways and
Means has o chaivman from Ilinois, but five of
his associates are from the South, and seven of
the thirteen are Free Traders. The Banking and
Currency Committes goes to Mr. Buckner of
Missouri, whose hostility to the National bank-
ing system has been proved by votes and
speeches without number. Finally, the ques-
tion of Coinage goes to Mr. Bland of Missouri,
aathor of the intolerabls silver bill which pro-
vided, not for limited silver coinage—that we
have found bad enough—but for unlimited
colnage of silver. From such committees, what
hope is there of wise and honorable legislation 1

Including all the committees, standing and
select, important and unimportant, there are
twenty-gight chairmen from twelve Sounthern
States, and twenty-five from nine Northern
States, but nineteen of the Northern chair-
manships are of standing committees that have
no power, orof select committees, Of the
fifty-three men who stand second on com-
mittees, thivty-five are from the South, Thus
the whole number of persons who have first or
second places is gixty-three from the South and

forty-three from the North, It is said, no

doubt with truth, that Mr. Carlisle did not
desire to make a selection that would expose
his party to this censure. But he conld not
help it. He was obliged to place Democrats in
charge of his committees. And he could not
intrust them to Demoerats without giving to
the South an altogether undue share of power
in the Government. If he sought for men of
brains and experience for important places, he
had to take most of them from the Sonth. So
it comes to pass that, under a Democratic ma-
jority, the South isof necessity placed in con-
trol of the Government, empowered to frame
onr tariffs, to pay the war debt, to pass upon
¢laims and pensions, to provide for Northern
commeiee and trade and agriculture, and to
frame the laws npon which Northern industry

depends,  That is exactly what Democratie
victory means—* the Sonth in  the saddle
again.” \

MEETING THY TEST.

Tie TrIBUSE took oceasion, the other day,
to remind the Democratic State officers-elect
that an excellent opportunity wonld soon be af-
forded them to demonstrate their real convie-
tions touching practical Civil Service Reform.
We pointed out that there could be no doubt of
the nature of those convictions, when it was
seen what disposition the Controller, Attorney-
General and State Engineer made of the subor-
dinate places of their respective departments,

Well, unless the burden of the news that comes
from Albany is strangely at fault, the great
canse of Civil Serviee Reform is not to receive
much encouragement from these gentlemen.
The Demoeratic Treasuver refains the present
deputy of his department. The present deputy
ia 8 Demoerat.  On the other hand, the Demo-
eratic Attorney-General and State Engineer re-
move the present deputics of their departments.
The present deputics are Republicans. So there
would seem to be warrant for gaying that the
Deputy Treasurer is retained becanse heisa
Democrat, and the other deputics ave removed
beeause they are Ilepublicans.  Asto the Con-
troller-elect, it is now given out that he will re-
tain the present Republican deputy of his
department, Wetrnst thereport is well founded,
and if it proves to be we shall not be backward
in awarding Mr, Chapin the full recognition dne
him as a Civil Service Reformer in the conerete,
And we beg to remind him that it is not this
puper, hut so trust worthy anexponent of Demoe-
racy as The Utica Observer, thal feels prompted
to ask the question : ** Did Mr, Chapin make this
“decision [to retain a Republican depuiy] he-
weanse he thonght it was right, or Jeeause the
“Republican organs have been loudly blow-
“ine of lnte abont Civil Serviee Reform?™ Does
The Observer eall this hacking its friends? Why
should it insinuate that Mr, Chapin is capable of
aeting in a public relation from any other than
a purely patriotic reason |

The fate of the clerks of the departments
whose deputics are to be superseded, or of the
Controller’s Department, docs not yet appear.
It is possible that the Attorney-General-elect
and the State Engineerselect arve enrnest Civil
Qorviee Reformers, but belicve in dyawing the
line at deputies. A few doys will determine
just how it is.

THE ESTIMATE FOR PARK EXPENSES,

Before the Board of Estimate and  Appor-
tionment eloses its work it shonld well consider
it responsibilities as to the Budget of the Park
Department.  ‘The volee of the city press has
unanimonsly pronounced this Department the
grotesque  earicature of & municipal machine,
Blustering now and eringing next week, it is
unadvised, ineflicicut, and misdirected always,
and no man whose n;ritli-lll is worth f]\lllullj.: lrins
yet declaved that he considers it worthy of con-
fidenee. Mavor Edson has ventured to say that
it is not so bad as it has been, and no donbt this

| leges oo

jndgement was based apon the fact that he bl |

selected hindf of it.  But looking back over a

year of maladministration  the people can dis-

cover no gronml for enconmigement or hope |
| hand with Christian  charity,

from the Mayor's appointees, 1f they did not
ditute the intelligenee amd exe entive vigor of
the Board, it wos beennse these qualities were
thin  before  they  entered. No act  of the
year can be pointed to as showing  pen-
eteation or purpoese to be commended,  And
now it remnins for the Board of Apportioument
to say whether they are in accond  with the
people or with the Park Department. The
Board of Apportionment will be held account-
able for the expenditures of the Department
for the coming  year, and if the demand for ex-
travagant grants of money for questionnble
purposes is vielded to, the responsibility will
surely prove an oppressive one,

Here, for example, is that §50,000 for propa-
gating-houses, This money will easily cover
50,000 squave feet with glass, and an establish-
ment of such proportions would furnish, if well
managed, 50,000 plants a week through all the
growing season.  Aside from the fact that these
plants could he honght more cheaply from eom-
mercinl growers than they will be raized under
park management, there is the danger that
the PPark lawns which have escaped the manin
for formal bedding will break out next swn=
wer with blotehes of coleus and geranium, It
hiss come to onr knowledge that this seheme of
“decoration™ s contemplated, The  artists
now in charge of the Park do not understand
that while formal beds of Howers and foliage
mny have a place in connection with architect-
ural lines and rigid boundaries, they are as
truely artifical as any strueture of masonry or
earpentry and can only mar a natural landseape.
There is no danger of having too many flowers
of the right Kind in the right place, On the
brink of brooks, by the wayside, in shrubbery
borders, the lowers which choose their homes in
guch places are always attractive,  How beanti-
ful our perepnial wild Howers are when natur-
ally disposed can be seen by any one next
spring who will vigit the * unimproved ground "
which Genervul Viele selected for his wild beasts
to root and wallow in. DBut enongh of these
modest natives of wood and field (the lowers,
that is, and not the beasts) ean be had without
an aere and a half of greenhonse,

Again, consider the tens of thousands asked
for Riverside Park. As designed by Mr.
Olmstead this was a most dignified work, and if
properly completed it will be one of the city's
most cherished possessions,  Last  year  Mr.
Vauux made some eareful studies for developing
it in the line of its original conception, Al this
hing been brushed asido, however, for no one can
believe that the dirt hauling and heaping at the
northern end of the drive has been sanetioned
by a man of Mr, Vaux's taste, Whose plan is

the alleged engineer following? Is there any

plan? What has been done with the money,
§05,000 or so, spent on the work this year 1
Here is o board which has forfeited public con-
fidence, and yet withont making any statement
to justify past expenditures they come to
demand more money without any explanation
of what they propose to do with it. 'The only
certainty Is that if left to their own devising tho
work will not be ereditable and the strong prob-
ability is that it will be defacement and ruin,

A big appropriation for Riverside Drive will
insure a long pay-roll with the employment of
many unskilled laborers and thowoughly tinined
voters, Dut a New-Year's pigsent of this sort

is not what this swindled and tax-ridden city is
just now hankerving after.

THE CHRISTMAS FEAST,

Tha Christmas festival originally marked a
reaction against worldliness and riotous rev-
elry, The early Christians had no fixed day for
celebrating the birth of the Messiah, The tra-
ditions of various Churches differed in regard
to the date, although there was a general con-
currence of opinion respecting the midnight
hour, Scveral days in December were men-
tioned as the date of the Nativity, and in some
communities no distinction was made between
it and the Epiphany ; and there was a disposi-
tion in some quarters of the miniature Chris-
tinn world to deprecate the observance
of special  days, and to : commemorate
every day in the year the birth, life, death and
resurrection of the Redeemer, The impulse to
determine a precise date and to convert the
day of the Nativity into a sacred festival came
from the early Church of Rome, TheSaturnalia,
areligions feast in the days of the Republie, had
degenerated under the Empire into a carnival
of revelry, intemperance and erime. For the
better part of a week in mid-December, ordi-
nary business was suspended and the populace
of Rome abandoned themselves to holiday in-
dulgence, street parades and brawls, gluttonous

feasts  and  criminal  excesses,  These
wers  the  red-letter  days of a Pagan-
ism that had abandoned self-restraint,

renounced morality, and ceased to have faith in
anything higher than ignoble pleasures and de-
grading passions, It wng to emphasize their
contempt for this brutal and riotons festival
that the Christians at Rome establighed their
religious fonst, It was simply a Christ-mass—a
gpecial service of prayer, praise and com-
munion, held in the lonely watches of the night
when the Divine Child was reputed to have
been horn,

While Christmas wna originally a religions
holiday, conscerated to secret prayer and mid-
night worship, at a season when the pagan
world was abandoning itself to worldliness and
sensnality, it has retained many of the charae-
teristie features of the ancient festival of the
Saturnalin.  The Roman ehildren under the
Republic a5 well as the Empire were aceustomed
to receive presents in the joyons days of De-
cember—cheap, tawdry and elnmsy in compar-
i=on with the jewelled, gold-laced dolls and
thonsand-and-one mechanical deviees and in-
genions toys of to-day, but none the less tokens
of affection in the honsehold, There was an
immense attendance ot the gladintorial combats
and town shows, precisely as the theatres of
to-day do their lurgest business in Christinas
week.  The dinners during the Saturnalia wers
the most sumptuons of the year, just as the
Christmas dinner now holds the highest ealen-
darrank in Germauy, Eogland and America.
Tndeol. if we go back only alittle way toward
the Middle Age, it will be to find signs of the
Pagan Saturnalin in its worst estate—the grotes-
que follies, theinordinate feasting, the vibaldry
anillicentionsness and the wanton erime, against
which the Christmas-mass was a solemn protest
;||u] Wil ||ir|;:. I{ll.f !|:|' l].u_\' f:.‘l.— never t‘l'-'lhl'll 10
have its religions fervor and significanee, even
when anstere and bigoted Protestants have set
their faces stornly against it. Not one of the
Christinn eenturies hag lost the lesson ofthe fes-
tival, even when men had to preach it to them-
gielves without a Bible which they were able to
read, and with only a little child in the honse-
hold to remind them of the innocence of the
Christ-Child,

There 1a no reason to believe that in America
the religious fervor hasdeparted,  As the preju-

diees  of Puaritan  ancestry have  been
graduaily  overcome, the festival  yenr
by year is more generally celebrated

in churches of all denominations, Daptist col-
"7 ored their holiday recess from
Thanks, Day to Christmas; Christmas
sermons are heard from Congregational pulpits;
and Christmas carols are sung in Methodist
Practical beneficonce goes hand-in-
Nowhere Sn
Christendom are the poor remembered so gen-
erously as in American cities,  The gennine
Christmas spirit of good-will to men shines
through the matter-of-fact Yankee holiday.
Originality may be lacking in the customs, but
peither fervor in the worship nor kindly feeling
for the poor.  Americans have eertainly a char-
acterdstic way of observing Christmas, even if
they have no distinetive trnditions or associa-
tions, They keep the feast with tine Yankee
energy, exhausting themselves, body and mind,
with the press and rsh of holiday trafile, en-
lntging year by year the number, if not adding
to the cost, of their Christmns gifts, and incur-
ring the risk of sacrificing the sercue restful-
ness of the day by undue preparation and over-
work, Dut they also keep the feast with sln-
cerity and truth—the best characteristics of the
Chiristian Saturnalia of all nges,

hl'h“lll“.

The ancient and honorable family of Grady is
largely reprosented on the pay-rolls of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, Is it possible that any of
these worthy gentlemen are kin to the Tammany
Senator who so suddenly stopped his highly prom=
ising investigation of the department in May, 18521

The iron manufacturers of Pittaburg, according
to statements by Mr. Weeks, seeretary of the West-
orn Associntion, feel very gloomy beeanso Mr, Car-
Hslo hins formed precisely suclk a Ways and Means
Committes ns was to be expected,  But it wonld be
well for them to remember that Mr, Morrison was
chairman of this committee onee before, Theu, as
now, it was said by free-trade journals when ho wos
appointed, “the Speaker has thrown down the
ganntlet of irreconcilable lostility to protection-
ists.” ‘Then, as now, we were told that Dewo.
eratie “dodgers were to be driven into a corner,”
apd that the House wonld pass abill and “ throw
the responsibility of defeating it npon the Sen-
ate, Then Mr. David A, Wells and Mr, ** Parses
Moore framed o Tanft bill at Mr. Morrison's request,
and there was o great fuss made abont it until
about the end of April.  Then Prosidential specula-
tions began to oceupy the minds of patriots, A
second conferenes was held, and My, Tilden's nomi-
nation was determined upon as o nocessity, Some
mysterions atrophy seized the Tavifl bill, and Mr,
Morrison, with unutterable disgust, formully alan-
doned his efforts to sevew Democrats up to the pitch
of voting for it. By the middle of June, the same
free-trade organ whicl had hailed Mr, Morrison's
appointment was publishiog bilions  editorials
about ** The Free-Trade Corpse,” and other Kindred
topicd, and things were mado ready for unother Re-
publican vietory in November, It & not entirely
impossible that history may repeat itself, There is
Mr, Carlisle, to be sure, but he is not more honest
nor more uncompromising han Mr, Kerr was in
1570, A Presidential olection looms up in the dis-
tance, ns it did then, Weo suspoct that Mr, Morri-
son 18 booked for another fit of unsponkable dis-
gust. But if he should succeed better this time,
evon 8o far asto pnss theongh the House a Tarift
bill of the kind desired by him and Moessrs, Wells
and Moore, thero is a Republican Senate, Aud af-
ter that, if necesanry, there is o Ropublican Preai-
dent, Pittsburg need not sit down in sackeloth and
ashes quite yet,

A contractor who bas obtained a number of city
contracts on unbalanced bids, in talking about the
matter a day or two ago, said with o laugh, * Oh,

we just went for all the money we could get, Ev- |

erybody does that when it is ity mopey,” There is
o great deal of trath in that remark, And it is es-
pecially true of Mr. Thompson's most intimate
{riends and associates—Maurice B, Flynn, Richard

A. Cunningham and the rest. But the day of reck-
oning draws near,

PERSONAL,

Levy David Cerf, for forty years leader of the
elaque at the Opéra, in Paris, is dead, He wasborn
on the day of Marie Antoinette's execution (1703);
was present at the battles of Lutzen and Leipzig;
wasa St, Helena medallist, and retired form the
Opéra on the accession of the present manager, His
operations are deseribed by the Figaro: “Seated in
the front row of the pit, having a part of his forces
around him, while the others were placed in the
sccond gallery, he directed from his seat, by his
stick, the intensity and the duration of the ap-
plasue, A short, sharp rap on the tloor meant that
the elague was fo contine itself to a moderate clap-
ping of hands; but when he gave a rapid pro-
longed movement of rotation to his stick, his fol-
owers knew that they were to indulge in an out-
burst of enthusiasw, recall the actor on the stage,
and give him an *ovation,”

Benjamin F. Butler, who is soon to be ex-Governor
of Massachusetts for the remainder of his natural
life, was in Washington the other day, and, accord-
ing to The Chronicle of that city, tried to get intothe
Senate Chamber by a door the keeper of which
didn’t or wonldn't recognize him, * You can't go
in there, sir,” said the doorkeeper, * the Benate is
in session.” Butler merely growled out, *I'm But-
ler,” and persisted in his effort to enter. “Oh, no,
my auntiquated masher,” said the other, with a

wink at » bystander, “you can't play me for a
suoker. Sengtor Butler has just gone in ﬁu‘oush this
door., Mash mery. my dandy.”

! em from t
General Butler was paralyzed for ' moment, and
then wheeling upon the sstonished door-keeper, he
fairly yelled: ** Butler of South Carolina be s.--d,l
r':::pmn’l:-tr ft::) Ib!-“”?ic unﬁta;.h (ioveﬂrf;r Bull.lul. ym}

© S oand am o pro apologies o
the doorkeeper he entered the L‘Ember. Ciiy

Mr. Jolin Bartainrecently wrote of his view of Mr,
Hanisch’s model of the statue of Calhonn which is
to be placed on the Calhoun monument in Charles-
ton, 8, C.: My first impression was pleasurable
surprise; surprise at the magnitude of the work
and pleasure at the style and charneter of its execn-
tion, The action of the right band and the expres-
gion of the face convey the fdea of a man reasoning
closely, He appears to have risen from his chair
and to be in the act of addressing an andience, The
weight of his body is thrown chiefly on the right
leg, and the left is advanced forward in an easy
position and bent at_the kuee, of conrse, The fuce
15 wronght to an artistie finish, snd I judge must be
a good likeness from the coneeption I have formed
from portraits said to be good. The drapery is
gracefully disposed, and with a free and bomuxu--
cution, so importaut for effect, especially in large
work.”

A writer in The Foston Conrier says of his expe-
rienes with the Rev, Joseph Cook and his lectures :
“1 had frequently looked over, but had never been
able to wake much ont of them,  One night, when
I folt particularly wakeful, I went down-stairs to
the sitting-room, with two dictionaries (Webster
and Woreester), a “Thésanros of English Words,' and
a copy of The Daily Advertiser, with a full report of
his Jatest lecture. Thus equipped I set to work at
the discourse and went through it steadily from
beginuing to end. The result was that T found
that 1 had no eathily idea what the reverend orator
had been talking about, and [hada list of nine
words which he had slung at his audience with
great coolness, bnt which were not to be foand in
any of the dictionaries, Detennined not to be
beaten, Iwrote to the Messes, Merriam, the pul-
lishers of Webstor, and asked what the words
meant, They rephed they did not know, and I
acknowledged myself floored, As Mr, Lincoln once
sabd, apropos of something else, *for thosa who

| like that sort of thing Ishonld think it wonld be

just the sort of thing that they would like, but
as for me, | have really no nse forit,”

TALES AROUT 101FN,
A NEW AMERICAN COMEDY.

Sheritlan Shook, Union Syuare.~We have not fully de-
termined to produce Bartley Campbell's new play, but
will probably do so after the run of *8torm Beaten.” Tt
was rend to the company on Mouday, but pothing was
thee decldod. It 18 & comedy of American fushionable
Lre based on the rags of soclety women to go on the stages,
1t §s buomdly combenl In most of thoe seonea,but [Hustrates
algo the serfons troubles arising from the desire of a wite
to pose on the stage aguinst ber husband's wishes.

MORE TRIBULATIONS OF AN AUTHOR.

Judge Frederie 0. Gedney, 8th District Comri~I alject,
& ta Justlce Murray, to being quoted when talling off the
beneh,  You shall hear the plot, and masie, too, of *The
Culprit Fuy " if T have to get the whole force of Police

| Captaios to hold yon ina seat. That play will be pro
| duced £ T etpty the County Treasury, & la Thompaon, to
| dott,

TIHESUNDAY OPENING ISSUE,
T. Addison Richardson, Artisgt.—~The crowd In attendane
wus notof the elass of laboriug men and women for
whomit was argned the Loan Extiibition should his opened

| on Sunday, It was & fallare (n that sense. The Loan Ex-

hibition on other days bas not been o success, gencrally
spraking.

F. Hopkingon Saith, Art Divecior,—Thers were 3,000
persons here on Sunday. Tsaw artisans sketehing ob-
jeeta on exhibition, ncluding the rare gold work, furniture,
bronzes, ote ; they were pordona T am sure who are wood
ecarvern, fewellers, giass workers and moulders, And one
{ron worker interested s group around him in the room
whore the armor (s displayed by deseriblng the process of
{ta manufacture, The museums and Ubrarics of this city
ought to be open on Sundays lo winter as much asthe
Parks und Conoy Island are In summaer, and at as choup
or cheuper rates than the latter ure. A amall fee ousht
to bie charged to Keop out the olass which would loaf In
there merely to keep warm and who woull drive away
the sober wud Industrions poor.

Er-Senator * Tom ™ Creamer, Counsel to the Board of Ex-
elge.—The Uquor business in this city 1s becoming a mono-
poly. The big browers pick up smart barkeepers, estab-
lish them on o corner, take & mortgage on their stock
and fixtures, seatter thelr ready -made slems through the
¢lty by thousands, aud practically control the business,
Ouo of these browers sald to me the other day, ** You are
eonnected with the Excise Board, are you not1™ Itold
bim T was, *You fellows are mighty slow,” he sald
# gpranting Ucensss down thers,” Suld I, “ Where are
youman golng to stop? Presently you will ask for an
aqueduct to carry beer down the Bowery and wantn
reservoir bullt ln Central Park” T think the outside
dealers oughit to organize for thelr own protecilon.

JENERAL NOTES.

First appearances and a dispateh founded
upon them describing the arrest of Dr. J. G, Clyue, of
Clevelnd, Ohlo, on the charge of stealluga dlamond ring
from Mrs, Ida Seafert Aid dnjustioe to that geatleman,
Dir, Clyne hastproved that he lost the ring, for which he
offered o recompense, and  the fmdge tis dismissed the
action, pronouncing it preposterons,

An wmilysis of matrimoniul]advertisements
{n Germony shows that three Himnes as many wouen as
mien seelc partuers in that manner; that women are far
less particular about age than men, but far more partleu-
Inr nhont famdly positlon; and that religlons falth 1s of
greondury importance with most advertisera of  botl
LR YLD

A model sonp-house has just been established
fn Cliloago, A well-eooked substantinl meal ts furnished
for 10 cents, aud 1s given gratuitonsly to these who oy
be unable to pay that sum.  Charitable peoplo buy w
puwber of soup-tleketa which they distribute nmong
those whotn they  know to beldesersving.  The enterprise
14 ko suecessful that thiere 18 tulk of estublishiug vther
slmllar Institutions,

Meetings have been recently held in London
by the Council of the Nutional SBociety for Preserving the
Momorinls of thoe Dead,  Among the subjoects diseussed
wire the extension of the gwork of Jeopying the fast
decaying wonumental inseriptions nt Norwleh, the re-
storation of the tomb of Morant tho Essex historlan, at
Oblhain, sud tae replacement of Dean Cannon's monumoent
in Westinluster Abbey, Bleps wore also tukea to have
all the luportant mouubientil fnseriptions u Evgland

carefully copled.

A few months ago a man mysteriously
dlsappeared from Georgetown, Ky, Far muny weeks
aftor s dlsappoarsoce bis dog weut dally to o lonely
spot and keptup n furlous barking. A fomale clade-
voyuut who enme fnto. the nelghborhood explained the
dog's conduet by telllng of o horrible munder committed
there, The apot wis seavehed. and the remains of the
man who had disappeared were found, The dog hoas
slnee been secldently shot, but the cladrvoyant s been
ralsed to the plnnacie of fame tn the nelghborkood.

In the Columbia Veterinary College Hospital
at Philadelphis 15 w Uvely bttle Sootel teveler which re=-
gponds to the natie of * Snakes "—a slpgular nuwe for
dogs ln general but not for thls partienlar dog, for his
present vocation 18 to act ns o medium for testing n
preparation which it 1s hoped may prove to be an antl-
dote for the venom of sunkes. Yarlous experimenty
have already boon made on other antuals but they wero
unsatisfuotory for one or h “Bnakes " lias
survived the bite of a large rattler, which, hbowever, had

rrrvlnllal’r been suflered to bite another dog, and there-
ore iy oot bave retalued o fatal wmount of veuom in

 its fangas

MUSIC, B
THE ITALIAN OPERA SEASON,

matinee, with “Carmen"” as the attraction, Mr.

g-pluon ﬂwﬁ b&:nwmﬁlrmmmhumm
eseape aggressive nivalry that

sued him thus far, .

We are still living under the old operatic dispen-
sation, and, as things go, Mr. Abbey’s first season,
which was ended practically on Monday evening,
can be called brilliant, An equal degree of merit
has not marked all his efforts, and some of the fea-
turea of the season have scarcely been worthy of
his prond establishment; but, on the whole, he hay
made a heroic effort to galvanize into vitality the
decaying body of Italian opera, He has shown an
honest desire to keep the promises which he mads
when he asked publio support for his enterprise,
and altogether his administration has displayed vir-
tnes which toofrequently are absent from the mana-
@er’s office. His stage sets have been uniformly
handsome, and some of them have shown greater
sumptuousness than we have seen for many years
at least; s orchestra, though open to criticism on
the score of its composition as well as style of piay,
has done admirable work; his chorus has been
prompt, vigorous and generally tuneful; his en-
sembles have beeu carefully composed, and his se-
lection of operas has beon judicious from a man-
ager's point of view, Besides these things he has
given to New-York the strongest combination of
women singers that the city has ever known, Such
o galaxy ad Mesdamos Nilsson, Sembrich, Trebelli,
Bealehi, Furseh-Madi and Valleria could not be
matehed if the two most brilliant companies of
Europe should be combined. Without exception
tho principal women’s parts in the operas
have been brilliantly filled.  Mme, Nilsson's tragio
power has seemed riper and move effective than on
her first visit, and wbat she has lost during the
decade in {reshness and range of voice shs has
made np in deeper dramatic intelligence and
breadth of mction, In Mme. Sembrich we have
an artist with a rare combination of gifts—a
voice of lovely quality; vocal skill of a
high order; keen dramatic instinets, and a thor-
oughly musical noture, If the men have been less
satisfactory, the reason is found at onee in the ex-
pensiveness of such a woman’s department, In
this enumeration of the factors with which Mr,
Albey has won a commendable degree of artistio
success, the new house ought not to be forgotten,
Appreciation of its excellencies of architeeture,
decoration, arrangement and acousties, has grown
steadily sinee opening night.

Mr. Abbey has yot thespring season before him to
prove whether or not he was too generons in his
promses tonching his repertory. When he issued
hus prospectus Le asseried that he would give
twenty-four operas, which he nomed. Up to date
he has perfornwsd fonrteen, which is an nverage of
a changa every second evening. In  the
remniuder of the list, however, there are
operns  like “II Profeta,” “Gli Ugnotti, "
“Amleto,”  “Otello,” (Rossini’s)  * Le Nozze
di Fignro"” and * Carmen,” and to bring these out in
addition to * Lueretin Borgia,"” ** Linda di Chamon.
ni,” “Fra Diavolo” and *Marta,” will tax Mr,
Abhey's resourees severely., The greater number
of lus list of given operas are of the light order, and
the severest work remains to be done; but after
sach an exhibition of encrgy as acemupanied the
production of ** La Glocomwla,” we are inclined to
think that Mr. Abbey can fultill has promise to the
letter. The following list shows the operas given
during the season in the order of their first per.

formance:
Fuust, La Sonnambala,
Luvia i Lammarnoor, Roberto i1 Dlavols,

Rigoletto,

11 Trovators,
11 Burblera di Siviglla,

I Puritand,

Mignon, yin Glovannd,
La Traviata, Metistofele,
Lohengrio, La Gloconda,

It was not withont siguificanece to the impending
question concerning the future of opera in News
York that the operas of greatest artistic worth at-
tracted the most numerous wudiences to see them,
The nights on which *Lohengrin” * Don Gio-
vanni * and ** Mefistofele™ were given shared their
brillinney ouly with the night which marked the
cnlmination of the season by the production of a
brand new work, Ponchielli’s * Gioconda.,” The
profonnd impression made by this opera we are in-
clined to look npon more as an iudica-
tion of the popular hunger for something
uow than as a tribote to the dramatic and
mnsical merits of the joint produnetion of SBiguori
Boito and Ponchielli, These merits are unmistak-
able, but they do not entitle the opera to a place m
the first rank, Inthe list of successful new pro-
duetions within the last few years * Gloconda™ must
yield precedence to ** Alda,” **Mefistofele” anid
“Carmaen,” It does not show its composer to be
either a melodist of really high type, or a fertils
originator of musical effects, Its score is full of
ingenionsly applied havmonical and orchestral de-
vices, but they are all, or nearly all, such as have
been learned from Sig. Ponchielli’s predecessors,
Sig. Poneluelli is less original than Sig. Boito, aml
both ow re to Sig, Verdi's example thanto their
own @ ability. There is besides so much
dramatic vigor in the play of the opern, and so
quick & co-operation of the mmusic in the
eritical moments, the and hsteners are swept along
on sach a tide of excitement that they are not as
sensible as they miglt be of the ohvionsness of the
weans employed by the anth e+, It isa high order
of constructive skill that has put *Gloconda”
together, and the elemont of contrast has arldom sa
completely and so effectively been made to dominate
an art work. 't makes every climax and is used
wilh almost tiresome iteration. In the first nct
La {ieon'’s prayer is put against & background com-
posed of a gambling ehorus, and the furlano {a wild
dunee ith the ineessant movement of a tarantelle)
endsabruptly with orean pealsand a piiuscanticle;
in the second act with'n two bars .J.‘Ie:{:u,_ La
tivconda is transformed from a murderons devil to
a protecting saint; in the thivd act Lawra's acconts
urp mortal, woo commingle with the sounds of a
serenmde in the distance, and the disclosure ot
the supposed murder is wade in the midst of a ball;
in the }uurlh act the calls of passing gondolicrs
break in upon La Gioconaa’s soliloquies, that havo
for their subject snicide, murder, self-sacrifice, nnd
the highest of charities, These devices are of courso
tissue, and we are not surprised that they have
Boito for their author (or rather adapter), notwith-
standing ** Mefistofele.” The ideality in that opera
lins been geeatly overestimated, " Gioconda™ il
live, & valuable addition to the operatic repertory,
s0 long as we depend upon the preseut Italinu sys

em,

Lhe spectaclo that opera has presented this season
has been one of extremely great interest in wore
respects than one. 1t haa lind as great significance
for London as for New-York, aud it has been
watched quite as closely there as here, and with
wrhaps, betier knowledge of tl]u roal stake that is
}n'illﬁ played for, Opera in New-York has for a

long time heen merely a  weak reflection
of  opera in Louden. fow  new
operns  which  have  befn brought  out

here within 4 dozen years have been brought out
primarily because they had been proviously pro-
duced i London, ‘Thé reason is not because Aner-
fonns affect to follow Englishmen in musical taste,
but beeanse the purchase from an Italian, French
or German composer of the right to perform his
work in England has carvied with it tho legal right
at least to produce it here ns well, Having tho
seore there was nothing to prevent, But the spur
thiat is nlways in the flank of an entreprencar in Lon=
don, has been wantivglicre, 1l community ofknow-
ing nsio lovers 18 wuch smaller; it is deywu fron
B population wot more thanone-fifthas large as that
of London, Our operatie traditions are vagne, our
iileals -¢huduwi'. and the purely social motive has
been stronger in determining the degree of suppor
iven to the manager, than the claracter o
his entertainment, Hence we have slways nulilvm
from the extremest phose of the *star” systeul,
The London public have not escaped the ll_ll.mi:’j
indeed they are now in the eulmination of it, bu
they have been mors exacting in their domatds, l:;l
the performances nt Covent Garden, even in jts dos
cadence, have boon at least more Var
than  onrs. The virtual failure
Royal Italian Opera Company,
:{u c;wi to l:.l.ua ri\'a:‘!lrg bnlw:gnﬂd & s
ce on the fie .
w?&mn't o appen o iy

to be

a stronger equipment than
decades, the‘:rml:ncg in an American city of ni::n-
stellation of stars, brilliant enongh to ﬂlu':: m&ﬂ
the skies of three or four Enropean capitils My
within the last month the perfection of plan;“ ‘ﬂ‘
muto German opera with Itallan opera. o
E.ltndu house, w for nenrly forty years,




